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time cherished the Idea of an alliance between Russia,
Germanv and France. It seemed to him that such an
alliance/if not expressly aimed against England, should
be. at least, formed without the participation of that
Power. He believed, moreover, that it would tend to
link the interc-t* of continental Europe to those of the
United State? of America. Dr. Dillon mentions In his
fec-oi a very curious conversation on this subject between
Count Witte and the German Emperor, during the
latter" s first v:rft to St. Petersburg after his accession
to the throne in iSSS. On that occasion the young
Emperor expressed his approval of Count Witte's idea
in general, but objected strongly to the exclusion of
England from the combination and maintained that
America was the enemy against which all Europe should
wage a tariff war without mercy.
In an article dealing with the Bjorkoe affair, appearing
in the Revue de Paris during 1918, M. Bompard, Am-
bassador of France at St. Petersburg at the time the
treaty was signed and an extremely intelligent observer
of men and things in Russia, after portraying Count
Wittc to the life, gives his opinion of that statesman and
his foreign policies in the following terms :
** M. Wittc was anxious to avoid at any price the
calamity of a European war. Now it was very evident
that a European war could only have its source in Ger-
many, I am convinced that he placed no reliance upon
the military power of Russia to prevent it; therefore
he could think of nothing more effective than an alliance
with Germany, But such an alliance^ of itself, would
have made of Russia the satellite of Germany, so he
persisted in Ms idea of bringing France In as a third
patty* In the mind of M. Witte, Germany represented